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AGENDA ITEM # ______
	
		
	STAFF REPORT	
	BOARD MEETING DATE: September 9, 2025	
			
		
	DATE:
	August 19, 2025

	TO:
	Board of County Commissioners

	FROM:
	Gabrielle Enfield, Community Reinvestment Manager, 
Office of the County Manager
genfield@washoecounty.gov

	THROUGH:
	Kate Thomas, kathomas@washoecounty.gov.

	SUBJECT:
	Recommendation in accordance with NRS 244.1505, to approve FY26 Community Support grant award to: 

1. Sun Valley General Improvement District (SVGID) in the amount of [$90,000] to support the operations of the Parks and Recreation fund; approve the Grant Agreement, and Resolution 25-85 for the same;
2. Silver State Fair Housing Council in the amount of [$10,000]. Silver State Fair Housing Council is a 501(c)(3) Charitable Organization that, if approved, will use this grant money in its efforts to provide educational and information resources to the community, including landlords and tenants, on fair housing rights, prohibited discriminatory practices, responsibilities, and other matters involving fair housing; approve Resolution 25-84 for the same; and
3. The Community Foundation of Northern Nevada to support the Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund, in the amount of [$20,000] as Washoe County’s annual contribution to the Fund;   approve Resolution R25-86 for the same;

The Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund accepts donations and contributions designated to support the region’s efforts to build out an improved behavioral health Crisis Response System;

and direct Finance to make the budget appropriation disbursements. (All Commission Districts) FOR POSSIBLE ACTION



SUMMARY
Recommendation to approve a community support grant awards for FY26 Sun Valley General Improvement District in the amount of [$90,000] to support general parks and recreation operation and maintenance; Silver State Fair Housing Council in the amount of [$10,000] to support Silver State Fair Housing Council in providing services to encourage fair housing standards; and to the Community Foundation of Northern Nevada to support the Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund, in the amount of [$20,000]. All grant awards to other entities must be approved through a resolution approved by the Board of County Commissioners per NRS 244.1505.  

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item:  Vulnerable Populations and Innovative Services 

PREVIOUS ACTION
On August 26, 2025 the Board of County Commissioners approved, Community Support grant awards to: Nevada Tahoe Conservation District (NTCD) in the amount of $12,3900 for FY26.

On September 10, 2024 the Board of County Commissioners approved, Community Support grant awards to: Sun Valley General Improvement District in the amount of $90,000 for FY25, and a grant of $10,000 for Silver State Fair Housing Council.

On December 19, 2023 the Board of County Commissioners approved, pursuant to NRS 244.1505, Community Support grant awards to: Sun Valley General Improvement District in the amount of $90,000 for FY24.

June 12, 2023, Silver State Fair Housing Council in the amount of $20,000 to support fair housing for two years; Truckee Meadows Parks Foundation in the amount of $10,000 to support Confluence, an artwork in Reno; Gerlach General Improvement District in the amount of $10,000 to support the restoration of the historic Water Tower; and Artown in the amount of $50,000 to support the month-long summer arts festival for two years.

March 22, 2022, the Board of County Commissioners approved, pursuant to NRS 244.1505, a Community Support grant award to Artown, a nonprofit corporation organized for charitable, religious, or educational purposes, in the amount of $25,000 to support the month-long summer arts festival. 

Washoe County has been providing funding to support Silver State Fair Housing Council and Artown most years for more than 20 years. 

BACKGROUND
Historically, Washoe County has made Community Support funds available to local community-based providers to support services that address diverse health and human service needs in the community or contribute to economic development and quality of life issues. For these projects:

Sun Valley General Improvement District will provide general parks and recreation operation and maintenance. This will help offset expenses such as pool chemicals, landscaping, and various park repairs.

Silver State Fair Housing Council to in providing services to encourage fair housing standards.

CFNN Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund - Following the 2021 legislative session, Northern Nevada Public Health (NNPH) facilitated the creation of a local coalition to work toward a best practice behavioral health crisis response system in Washoe County. Briefly, best practice crisis systems of care include key elements: someone to contact (988 crisis hotline), someone to respond (mobile crisis teams), and a safe place for help (includes in-home and community-based wrap around services for juveniles and crisis stabilization centers for juveniles and adults). Over the past several years, NNPH and the Office of the County Manager, contracted with Social Entrepreneurs, Inc. to facilitate the coalition planning and implementation work toward building the crisis response system of care. This work has included memorandums of understanding, shared training, data collection and ongoing quality improvement efforts which engage many community partners/providers. In 2023, a coalition focused specifically on children, and families was incorporated into the initiative.
Based on learning from other communities who have been successful in this work and as more aspects of the best-practice crisis response system have been implemented; the collaborative determined it was time to shift away from contracted staff, and to shift to hiring a full-time coordinator for the crisis response system efforts. A Management Analyst was hired by Washoe County in January 2025. This position is primarily charged with continued coalition facilitation, build out, and quality improvement of the crisis response system. Any additional time is utilized to advance to behavioral health initiatives of regional significance. Although the position is a Washoe County position, this is a regional effort, and multiple partners contribute funding for the position.  
At the May 14, 2024, Board of County Commission meeting, the Commissioners approved the creation of the Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund at the Community Foundation of Northern Nevada. The Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund accepts donations and contributions designated to the Crisis Response System effort. Partners have been asked to commit $20,000 each per year for the position.  Contributions to date designated to the Crisis Response System initiative include:
· SilverSummit Healthplan pledged $120,000 in 2024 over three years with $80,000 in the first year. 
· Northern Nevada Public Health has been investing in this work since 2021 through their Community Health Improvement Plan process. Their third pledge of $100,000 over four years was made in 2024 to support the Crisis Response System as an initiative in the Community Health Improvement Plan with $40,000 in the first year. 
· The Cities of Reno and Sparks, and Washoe County, Anthem Blue Cross, and United Healthcare all pledged $20,000 in 2024. Washoe County has funded the contract to support project management and facilitation for the last two years using State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds. 
· Renown Health awarded a Partnership for Progress grant in 2025 to the Fund with a pledge of $60,000 over three years. 
On December 2, 2024, the Board of County Commission accepted the first grant from the Community Foundation of Northern Nevada to support the position.
Several of the partners have made multi-year commitments while some contributed for one year and are currently being asked for a contribution for the upcoming fiscal year. This Community Support grant of $20,000 will be Washoe County’s contribution for the second year of this grant. 
FISCAL IMPACT
Sufficient FY26 budget authority exists under the Community Support fund 181-0 in the Office of the County Manager’s FY26 approved budget. This action requests approval and distribution of a total of [$120,000] as outlined below:

	Cost Object & Description
	G/L Account & Description
	Amount 

	IO60847 CS – Sun Valley GID
	710400 - Payment to Other Agencies 
	$90,000

	IO60044– Silver State Fair Housing
	710400 - Payment to Other Agencies 
	$10,000

	IO 61144 CFNN- Behavioral Health
	710400 - Payment to Other Agencies 
	$20,000



RECOMMENDATION
Recommendation in accordance with NRS 244.1505, to approve FY26 Community Support grant award to: 

4. Sun Valley General Improvement District (SVGID) in the amount of [$90,000] to support the operations of the Parks and Recreation fund; approve the Grant Agreement, and Resolution 25-85 for the same;
1. Silver State Fair Housing Council in the amount of [$10,000] to support Silver State Fair Housing Council in providing services to encourage fair housing standards; approve Resolution 25-84 for the same; and
2. The Community Foundation of Northern Nevada to support the Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund, in the amount of [$20,000] as Washoe County’s annual contribution to the Fund; approve Resolution R25-86 for the same;

The Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund accepts donations and contributions designated to support the region’s efforts to build out an improved behavioral health Crisis Response System;

and direct Finance to make the budget appropriation disbursements. 

POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Board accept staff’s recommendation a possible motion would be: “Approve in accordance with NRS 244.1505, to approve FY26 Community Support grant award to: 

5. Sun Valley General Improvement District (SVGID) in the amount of [$90,000] to support the operations of the Parks and Recreation fund; approve the Grant Agreement, and Resolution 25-85 for the same;
1. Silver State Fair Housing Council in the amount of [$10,000] to support Silver State Fair Housing Council in providing services to encourage fair housing standards; approve Resolution 25-84 for the same; and
2. The Community Foundation of Northern Nevada to support the Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund, in the amount of [$20,000] as Washoe County’s annual contribution to the Fund; approve Resolution R25-86 for the same;

The Regional Behavioral Health Initiatives Fund accepts donations and contributions designated to support the region’s efforts to build out an improved behavioral health Crisis Response System;

and direct Finance to make the budget appropriation disbursements.
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